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Once upon a time, there was a boy named Qays. One day, when he was on his way to 
school, he met a beautiful girl named Layla. From that day on, he spent all of his time 
wandering the streets of the city reciting love poetry to Layla. People started calling 
him "Majnun" (Arabic for "crazy"). When he finished school, he asked Layla's father for 
permission to marry her. Her father replied that giving his daughter permission to marry 
a crazy person was absolutely out of the question. Layla married a wealthy merchant, 
and Majnun spent his days wandering in the hills lamenting his lost love and reciting 
poetry. After a few years, Layla's husband died. Majmun's friends gave him the news, 
expecting that now he and Layla would be able to marry at last. Majnun's reply was, 
"Absolutely not! It is not possible to truly love someone unless that love is unrequited.”


About Layla and Majnun

Whether or not I ever dare to say it to you openly,
I feel like a lunatic wandering in the wilderness,
Chanting your name, unattached, unmannerly.

The Way of Majnun fails, appallingly.
Simply because we are trapped in humanness,
Whether or not I ever dare to say it to you openly.

I once read the story blithely, as allegory.
Unconsummated love and a lover wedded to craziness.
Chanting your name, unattached, unmannerly.

But if it is two humans, apparently
Not driven by abstract principles, but kindness
Whether or not I ever dare to say it to you openly.

Consummation, the poem says, may be necessary
If we are to continue to embrace life's business
Chanting your name, unattached, unmannerly.

Madness doesn't solve the problem, apparently.
We'll just have to move forward, in search of simple justice.
Whether or not I ever dare to say it to you openly.
Chanting your name, unattached, unmannerly.
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